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The SECURE Center distributes research security briefings and timely alerts via its listserv. The
Briefing provides a centralized resource for research security-related information, including
new statutory and research funding agency requirements, new or updated federal and
community resources, and significant news items and scholarly works. The Center will also
assess and provide commentary, interpretation, or implementation considerations on new
requirements, notices and resources, working with higher education associations, legal
partners, or agencies as needed.
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Federal Agency News & Updates

Federal Agencies Issue Safeguarding Academia Bulletin (August 25, 2025)
The Office of the Director of National Intelligence’s National Counterintelligence and Security Center

released the bulletin Safequarding Academia, in partnership with the Federal Bureau of Investigation,

the National Science Foundation, the Department of Education, and other federal agencies. The

bulletin, aimed at the U.S. academic community, outlines potential threats posed by foreign
adversaries, particularly foreign intelligence entities, to U.S. research, innovation, and talent within
higher education institutions. Highlights include:

e Case studies providing real-life examples of the current risk environment, including talent
poaching, transnational repression, talent recruitment programs, foreign research collaborations,
and recruitment for espionage

e Information on indicators of potential threats, including elicitation, insider threats, and cyber
threats

e Risk mitigation strategies for institutions and individuals

In addition to the bulletin, quick-reference guides are available for both institutions and researchers.

Professional Association Resources & Meeting Reports

COGR Updates to Research Security Quick Reference Table

On August 22, 2025, COGR announced its most recent update to the “Quick Reference Table of
Current & Upcoming Federal Research Security Requirements.” The latest version includes updates
to reflect:

e The Department of Defense’s (DOD’s) updated “Component Decision Matrix to Inform
Fundamental Research Proposal Mitigation Decisions”

e Updates to the Department of Energy (DOE) FAQ for required research security training

e The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announcement of required training on Other Support
disclosure for all senior/key personnel

e Requirements included in the National Science Foundation’s (NSF’s) Important Notice No. 149,
including: maintaining supporting documentation for activities included in researchers’ current
and pending (other) support; research security training (satisfied by the SECURE Center
Consolidated Training Module) and certification by senior/key personnel and proposing
institutions

e The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) “America First Memorandum for USDA
Arrangements and Research Security” (for additional information, see SECURE Center Briefing No.
6, August 7, 2025)
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https://www.dni.gov/index.php/ncsc-features/2762-safeguarding-our-future
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.dni.gov/files/NCSC/documents/products/08222025_Safeguarding-Academia.pdf__;!!NnSTv5QBqPjS9UMk!PEQUKjyHitkeDlXOlpYjzyYTNRL9OSR8qkpZvmjhcIXG4tCDf_q8y4DqpM0tnGVcUHj2AuFqPiqfZTwHM90$
https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-federal-partners-issue-guidance-help-colleges-and-universities-mitigate-foreign-threats-research
https://www.dni.gov/files/NCSC/documents/products/08222025_Institution-Safeguarding-Academia.pdf
https://www.dni.gov/files/NCSC/documents/products/08222025_Researchers-Safeguarding-Academia.pdf
http://url1157.cogr.edu/ls/click?upn=u001.HVdtiAQqH-2BBO4EFdv7-2BOcg0zUj5wGm3rU3BFEJIvDCElmSeuvpJwTEyOIAT3CWY9qILbFh-2FsIisPFRbnkRBD5-2FRBy-2FUkcOEOmc3fstp4s3gMCkGRXhjId3uv0B7jDlsk8Z2chI1MDfUZrX8kqTFjEdEsjeVKQUlyDMBzz9w-2Brgo-3DJhhj_EhZxTP2LXOXWtI7vrdSnHLG88nKK9YvdbH4bf89rhIkjMw4RVlLD7ZC2ZT8CSIKhvKj6IPDiGsqx4UZVcOm3HL4LoK8BbyfF0E4BBASI7sykoO0zWqBqSPvDkNs-2Fgn5MmigeO-2FYzfSd7n5-2FVObz7G0tZN1y0qKTe6Y-2BNXTqQwdKqwWN7anR3Y7aUtG6nqcgM-2Ftau6onijXCdtGlU84-2FSZrlucyPiYeiQcIwx3RVBZRLgZrPZjqlgP3D-2B8K3sFvon76nQWEbRiHO1MeTijBq5y98ORBJeVK0H29b-2FI-2BffyLGcgaqb9PQg7zluxypQhqaie4Y0auzH7vfJ5uHmwlZXv-2BGjLUZgWfBclWRAKXaXJ0qXI-2BpjleWX-2Fh0aBePo89Bw
http://url1157.cogr.edu/ls/click?upn=u001.HVdtiAQqH-2BBO4EFdv7-2BOcg0zUj5wGm3rU3BFEJIvDCElmSeuvpJwTEyOIAT3CWY9qILbFh-2FsIisPFRbnkRBD5-2FRBy-2FUkcOEOmc3fstp4s3gMCkGRXhjId3uv0B7jDlsk8Z2chI1MDfUZrX8kqTFjEdEsjeVKQUlyDMBzz9w-2Brgo-3DJhhj_EhZxTP2LXOXWtI7vrdSnHLG88nKK9YvdbH4bf89rhIkjMw4RVlLD7ZC2ZT8CSIKhvKj6IPDiGsqx4UZVcOm3HL4LoK8BbyfF0E4BBASI7sykoO0zWqBqSPvDkNs-2Fgn5MmigeO-2FYzfSd7n5-2FVObz7G0tZN1y0qKTe6Y-2BNXTqQwdKqwWN7anR3Y7aUtG6nqcgM-2Ftau6onijXCdtGlU84-2FSZrlucyPiYeiQcIwx3RVBZRLgZrPZjqlgP3D-2B8K3sFvon76nQWEbRiHO1MeTijBq5y98ORBJeVK0H29b-2FI-2BffyLGcgaqb9PQg7zluxypQhqaie4Y0auzH7vfJ5uHmwlZXv-2BGjLUZgWfBclWRAKXaXJ0qXI-2BpjleWX-2Fh0aBePo89Bw
https://basicresearch.defense.gov/Portals/61/Documents/Academic%20Research%20Security%20Page/2025%20DoD%20Decision%20Matrix%20to%20Inform%20Fundamental%20Research%20Risk%20Decisions.pdf?ver=hctFTzFX-Om9ZgmYEVQGwQ%3D%3D
https://www.energy.gov/ia/research-security-training-requirement
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-25-133.html
https://www.nsf.gov/notices/important/important-notice-no-149-updates-nsf-research-security/in149
https://www.secure-center.org/resources
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/sm-1078-014.pdf
https://76c77598-c030-4f60-96f6-d1d7f613ea5b.usrfiles.com/ugd/76c775_9571849762dd4b4288cd86c37670256a.pdf
https://76c77598-c030-4f60-96f6-d1d7f613ea5b.usrfiles.com/ugd/76c775_9571849762dd4b4288cd86c37670256a.pdf

Research Security News & Reports

Please note, articles linked below may require a subscription to view.
NSF SECURE Center cannot distribute copies of subscription-based articles.

MD Anderson Researcher Accused of Stealing Cancer Data, Trying to Take it to China
(Houston Chronicle, 8/25/2025) “Yunhai Li, 35, was charged with theft of trade secrets, a felony, and
tampering with a government record, a misdemeanor, according to the Harris County District
Attorney’s Office. Li began working for MD Anderson in 2022. He was in the U.S. on a research
scholar visa and was conducting breast cancer vaccine research funded by the National Institutes of
Health and the Department of Defense.” (more)

International Research Security Policy & Resources

ASPI Announces Tracker Update

The Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI) announced they will be releasing an updated version of
their widely referenced and used “China Defense Universities Tracker.” From the announcement:
“Developed by ASPI’s Cyber, Technology & Security Program, the Tracker is a global reference tool for
governments, research institutions and companies seeking to understand the military, security and
technology risks linked to Chinese universities and research bodies.” Release is anticipated in
September 2025. (more)

Research Security-Related Events & Conferences

National Academies “Assessing Research Security Efforts in Higher Education -

Meeting of Experts 2”

Following a two-day public workshop in May 2025, the National Academies will be holding its
second “Assessing Research Security Efforts in Higher Education — Meeting of Experts” on
Thursday, September 4, 2025, from 1:00-4:30pm. Convened by the Department of Defense,
subject matter experts from universities and federal agencies will gather to discuss research
security efforts, including potential measures of effectiveness and institutional perspectives. The
meeting will be held in-person in Washington DC, with some portions available via webcast
(registration required). (more)

FDP Virtual Meeting September 2025:

Monday, 9/15 - Wednesday, 9/17, 2025. Registration is now open for the Federal Demonstration
Partnership (FDP) Virtual September 2025 meeting, taking place Monday, September 15th (11 AM
ET -5 PM ET), Tuesday, September 16th (11 AM ET —5 PM ET) and Wednesday, September 17th
(11 AM ET - 2 PM ET). (more)
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https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/crime/article/md-anderson-reseracher-stealing-cancer-data-china-21014946.php
https://www.aspi.org.au/news/coming-soon-major-expansion-of-aspis-china-defence-universities-tracker/
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/44532_05-2025_assessing-research-security-efforts-in-higher-education-a-workshop
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/45309_09-2025_assessing-research-security-efforts-in-higher-education-meeting-of-experts-2
https://web.cvent.com/event/80faf908-354f-44b2-b563-1311ff54e91a/regProcessStep1:b2fa5d47-f7f2-4f14-8983-b8aa169d981f

COGR October Meeting 2025:
Thursday, 10/23 - Friday 10/14, 2025. Registration is now open for October 23-24, 2025 COGR
meeting in Washington D.C. at the Washington Marriott in Georgetown. (more)

Save the Date for ASCE 2026:

Tuesday 2/24 - Thursday 2/26, 2026. Mark your calendars now for the 2026 Academic Security and
Counter Exploitation Program. Next year is the 10th anniversary of the largest research security
conference in the world: February 24 - 26, 2026. Proposals are being accepted through noon (CST)
on August 31, 2025 (more)

Looking to participate in NSF SECURE Center co-creation activities or
contribute to weekly briefings?

Sign up Here!
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https://cogr.member365.org/public/event/details/080b3a74d013d71354456c45cf36e5069a2c5ab2/1
https://risc.tamus.edu/programs-and-partners/
https://forms.monday.com/forms/3e740426df42e7420cc1fd677420453a?r=use1
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